Towns County
Mountain Conservation Community

Ben EﬁtS Jewns County, Georgia

e Fast-track Subdivision Approval, By Pass Planning Commission

Single Point Contact with Mountain Conservation Council (Site Advisor)

Rapid Turn Around Variance Review

Lot Fees Waived

Option for Narrower Roads [Minimums: 25 Right-of-Way; 16 Roadbed; 12° Pavement]
“Mountain Conservation Community” Designation (including a sign and use of the logo)
Free Positive Publicity

Basic Program Requirements

1. Follow all existing rules and ordinances that pertain to the area developed.

2. Limit overall density of development such that acreage divided by the number of home sites yields at least 3 of acres
per home site.

3. Create an “Open Space Plan” for the parcel/development that identifies and sets aside (at minimum) the following
primary conservation areas:

®  100-year floodplain

®  Riparian zones at least 50 feet wide

= Areas of land with slopes greater than or equal to 25% grade that represent 5,000 square feet or more of
contiguous area

®  Archaeological sites, cemeteries, burial grounds

= Wetlands

The Open Space Plan should consolidate open space into large units as much as possible. Impervious areas (roads,
driveways, parking areas) should be limited within the open space. Walking or bicycle trails and agricultural,
horticultural, or forestry uses may be included. Passive, non-structural stormwater management facilities may also
be considered open space.

4. Develop a set of covenants which shall further specify management of any open space areas and restrict
development on privately-owned open space. [Covenants will be enforced and maintained through a homeowners
association, management company, or land trust.]

5. Meet the Standards for Designation (below), unless it is demonstrated that a provision constitutes an unusual
hardship. [Variances can be granted by the Council.]

6. Pay an inspection fee of a minimum of $200 (to be determined by the size of the development) at the time of
application to Towns County.

7. Sign a written agreement with Towns County which allows for fast-track approval and inspection by the Mountain
Conservation Council (MCC).

Note: An approved sediment and erosion control plan is required before land is disturbed. Appropriate best management
practices for controlling sediment must be installed prior to land disturbance and maintained throughout the life of
construction. A copy of the approved plan (or a letter from GA EPD stating a plan is not required) must be supplied to
the MCC.






